Deer Class Newsletter 2021
Spring Term
Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! I hope you had a lovely Christmas although it may have been different to
your original plans and wish you all a very Happy New Year. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for all my Christmas gifts, cards and good wishes, all of which
were very much appreciated. Thank you!

Things have changed completely since my first writing of this newsletter. I was
looking forward to beginning another busy term with Deer class. Although the
children are learning from home, I will continue to support in every way I can.
With the ever-changing pandemic, there is so much uncertainty around schools and lockdown, when we will
be back together and how long we will be at home learning. What is certain is that we will all still be together,
even if it is virtual. I would like to reassure you that whether it is face-to-face classroom teaching or remote
and virtual learning I endeavour to provide your children with an excellent experience of year 4. Please bear
with me as we moved into remote working to provide high-quality home learning while sometimes being in
school. If you have any concerns or questions, I am at the end of a message on Showbie or Class dojo.
What will this term look like?
In terms of my plans for this term, I will try my absolute best to continue with the national curriculum and our schools
long term plan of teaching, so that your children’s learning is not halted. There will be new learning, as well as
recapping and retrieval of previous subject knowledge, but in all cases I will use videos, voice notes and PowerPoints
to explain as much of subject’s knowledge as possible.
Zoom: There will be a drop in Zoom session for Maths and English each day in the hope that I can provide daily
support for everyone. I am happy for the children to use this session best to support their learning, so they can join
and complete their work while on zoom, join when they have any questions to ask and then log off, join to say hi and
share their learning with us, or you can work independently at home. Depending how that piece of work is going I will
adapt my zoom call to best support all of you.
Therefore, you don’t need to worry or sit stuck on a question waiting for your parents as I will be their on zoom for
you to get the support you need. I can imagine how challenging it must be for your parents to help while trying to
complete their own work as well as knowing different methods to those we teach in school. My hope is that these
sessions take off some of the pressure on you as parents and give the children more independence on completing
their work.
Expectations: The biggest challenge we faced in September, after the first lockdown, was behaviour for learning.
The children had forgotten how to focus for sustained periods, how to be resilient and how to care about their work.
I will chat to the children on my videos and provide feedback on Showbie about the level of work required and my
expectations of their level of effort and how they should present their work as if they were in the classroom. I
understand how hard this is on everyone and we are all going to manage the days differently, and we all know there
will be good days and bad. It is important to do what is right for your family and if you need support from me with
how your child is approaching home learning then please ask, as I am more than happy to chat to them on the phone
or make a home visit.
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Reading
Reading will continue to be a priority with everyone reading every day, reading independently for pleasure, reading
for information linked to subjects, listening to audio books and sharing class stories. Our autumn term books were
popular, the children wouldn’t want me to stop as they love to know what is going to happen next. We were part way
through ‘Varjak Paw’ so, we will pick this back up on our return. For the purpose of home learning, KS2 are going to
have a recording of ‘The Night Bus Hero’ by Onjali Q Rauf to enjoy listening to on audible. I will put the recording on
to Showbie for the Children to listen to.
The boy's an absolute menace.'
'He's a bully. A lost cause!'
'Why can't he be more like his sister?'
I've been getting into trouble for as long I can remember. Usually I don't mind 'cos
some of my best, most brilliant ideas have come from sitting in detention.
But recently it feels like no one believes me about anything - even when I'm telling
the truth! And it's only gotten worse since I played a prank on the old man who
lives in the park.
Everyone thinks I'm just a bully. They don't believe
I could be a hero.
But I'm going to prove them all wrong...

Told from the perspective of a bully, this book
explores themes of bullying and homelessness,
while celebrating kindness, friendship and the
potential everyone has to change for the good.

I am really pleased with those children that have taken on the class ‘around the world’ reading challenge and now
have a named deer with their star rating proudly displayed on the display. I know it is harder to access the books
currently and I will continue to obtain a copy of these titles for our class library when we are back in school.
For this term I am adding these 3 books:

The Kite Rider
by Geraldine McCaughrean
China

Alone on a Wide Wide Sea
by Michael Morpurgo
Australia

The Firework Maker’s Daughter
by Philip Pullman
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Spring term Curriculum
Spring term will still hold many exciting new learning opportunities for the children where I will continue to teach the
curriculum in blocks where this works.
English
As a school, we are launching a new English curriculum in 2021 for all aspects of English. We begin with looking at our
writing curriculum in spring term and reading in the summer term. This new writing curriculum will focus on
progression of writing skills across the year groups.
Our writing genres this term will be poems, an explanatory text linked to our science learning, stories from other
cultures and persuasive adverts.
As scientists we will be learning about Human Digestion, teeth and functions as well as Predators and Prey, food
chains and food webs. These are the questions we will be beginning with:






What teeth do humans have? And what do they do?
How does our mouth and teeth help digestion? And what’s the process?
Can teeth tell us what animals eat?
What are the parts of the digestive system? And What do they do?
How does the digestion work? And what is the process?

During the second half of the term in Geography we will learn about latitude and longitude, identify world countries
and understand the water cycle.
In Art this half term we will be analysing famous artists’ work to develop our own skills. We will be studying; My
Parents by David Hockney, The Dance by Paula Rego, Table for Ladies by Edward Hopper, Children’s Games by
Bruegel and Fiona Rae’s work.
In DT very excitingly, we will be understanding mechanisms systems to be able to make a Slingshot car. Lollipop sticks
will be useful for the making of the car! Most of the resources for this can be adapted to suit the materials you have
at home. I know your home learning skills at DT are excellent as we had wonderful chariots created in Year 3.
In Music, we will use Charanga in which our first song is a rap style called ‘Stop!’ and our second song is a song that I
enjoy, ‘Lean on me’ learning a soul/gospel style song. To keep up with our music you can use your Charanga logins
from the last lockdown (which I will send out again as a reminder) and I will share some Oak Academy music lessons
too.
Maths
As Mathematicians we will use our times table knowledge to learn and use written methods to multiply and divide 2digit by 1-digit numbers as well as learning how to find the perimeter and area of 2D shapes. In Spring 2 we will move
onto fractions and decimal numbers. We will use Whiterose videos to support our Maths lessons.
Continue to use TTRS as you all rock! We have now learned our 6, 7 and 9’s and will continue to learn them with daily
TTRS paper sessions provided on Showbie, so keep practicing all your time tables to improve your recall of both
multiplication and division facts.
I will set leader boards and in class competitions throughout home learning on TTRS.
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PE
For PE I would like you to be creative, I will share different suggestions each week but you know what equipment you
have available at home and can design your own fun and active PE lesson. While in lockdown, make sure you make
the most of the fresh air with walks and bike rides too. This lockdown is much colder than when we were in lockdown
last year, but this does not have to be an excuse for them to stay indoors all day…I love seeing what activities you get
up to so keep sharing you PE ideas with me.
All home learning will be uploaded to Showbie daily, if you have any queries, concerns or questions, please do not
hesitate to ask. I am available on Class dojo, Showbie or send an email to my school email:
sjolland@wickhambrookschool.co.uk
Thank you in anticipation for all your support, take care and stay healthy. Together as a team we will conquer this
term if we try our best and show kindness.
Miss Jolland

Here are some of your quotes to remind you all to keep positive and believe in yourself to reach for the stars.

