Writing & Spelling at Wickhambrook
At Wickhambrook Primary Academy Writing is a crucial part of our
curriculum. All children from Foundation Stage to Year 6 are provided with
many opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across the
curriculum.
We intend for pupils to be able to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. To be
able to do this effectively, pupils will focus on developing effective transcription
and effective composition. They will also develop an awareness of the
audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of
vocabulary and grammar. We also intend for pupils to leave school being able
to use fluent, legible and speedy handwriting.
With regards to Spelling, teachers will show pupils how to understand the
relationships between words, how to understand nuances in meaning, and how
to develop their understanding of, and ability to use, figurative language.
They will also teach pupils how to work out and clarify the meanings of
unknown words and words with more than one meaning.
Pupils will be taught to control their speaking and writing consciously and to
use Standard English.

WRITING – the key elements
1.
2.
•
•
•
•

Transcription (spelling and handwriting)
Composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing).
It is essential that teaching develops pupils’ competence in these two dimensions. In addition,
pupils should be taught how to plan, revise and evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing
have been incorporated into the programmes of study for composition.
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and
accurately through knowing the relationship between sounds and letters (phonics) and
understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) of words.
Effective composition involves forming, articulating and communicating ideas, and then
organising them coherently for a reader. This requires clarity, awareness of the audience,
purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar.
Writing also depends on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.

Writing Indicators KS1 –Year 1
Write sentences by:
• saying out loud what they are going to write about

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

composing a sentence orally before writing it
sequencing sentences to form short narratives
re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense
discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils
read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher.
leaving spaces between words
joining words and joining clauses using and
beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop, question
mark or exclamation mark
using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the
personal pronoun ‘I’

Writing Indicators KS1 –Year 1
Spelling and Handwriting
•

Spell:

ü
ü
ü

•
•

•

words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught
common exception words
the days of the week

Name the letters of the alphabet
Add prefixes and suffixes:

ü
ü
ü

using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs
using the prefix un–
using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words

Handwriting:

ü
ü
ü
ü
ü

sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly
begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place
form capital letters
form digits 0-9
understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ and to practise these

Writing Indicators KS1 –Year2
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by writing a range of genres and for
different purposes
To consider what they are going to write before beginning through planning – oral and written
Early editing by make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing through
evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils
Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used
correctly and consistently, including verbs in the continuous form
Proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of
sentences punctuated correctly]
Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.
Include full stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and
apostrophes for contracted forms and the possessive
Sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command
Include expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
Use the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form
Write using subordination (using when, if, that, or because) and co-ordination (using or, and, or
but)

Writing Indicators KS1 –Year 2
Spelling and Handwriting
•

Spell:

ü By segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling many
correctly

ü Learn to spell common exception words
ü Spell more words with contracted forms
ü Learn the possessive apostrophe

•

Add prefixes and suffixes:

•

Handwriting:

ü add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –ness, –ful, –less, –ly
ü form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another
ü start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and understand which
letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

ü write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to
lower case letters

ü use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Writing Indicators KS1 –Years 3 & 4
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and
learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar
Draft and write
Organise paragraphs around a theme
Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and
suggesting improvements. Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary
Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, using appropriate intonation
and controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is clear.
Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause, by using conjunctions
Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense
Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause
Using fronted adverbials and punctuate accordingly
Punctuate direct speech

Writing Indicators KS2 –Years 3 & 4
Spelling and Handwriting
• Spell:
üuse further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them
ühomophones
üplace the possessive apostrophe accurately in words
üUse dictionaries to check spellings

• Yr3 Yr4 statutory spelling
• Spelling shed and Pixl therapies
• Handwriting:
ü use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters
üincrease the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwritin

Writing Indicators KS1 –Years 5 & 6
To plan, draft, write and edit will be at the heart of all lessons.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

identify the audience for and purpose of the writing
select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can
change and enhance meaning
in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating
dialogue to convey character and advance the action
précising longer passages
use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
use further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide
the reader
assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and propose changes
proof-read for spelling and grammar errors

•

Writing Indicators KS2 –Years 5 & 6
Spelling and Handwriting
Spell:

ü silent letters
ü homophones
ü use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling and understand that the spelling of some
words needs to be learnt specifically

ü Continue work on prefixes and suffixes
ü Use dictionaries to check spellings and thesauruses to develop understanding of antonyms and
synonyms

•
•
•

Yr5 Yr6 statutory spelling
Spelling shed and Pixl therapies
Handwriting - write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

ü choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join
specific letters

ü choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task.

Writing at Wickhambrook…
What does it look like?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Daily writing opportunities across a full subject range
Exposure to fiction, non-fiction and poetry stimulus
A cohesive, joined up approach to learning where connections are made across a full subject
range with class texts playing a central and pivotal role in writing
Knowledge quizzes and knowledge strips used to reinforce knowledge, language and
vocabulary thus supporting writing at all levels and in all subjects
Opportunities to plan, write and edit
Opportunities to write in short-burst or in depth
Independent and shared writing opportunities

Children are proud of their writing, they are passionate about what they write because the writing
tasks make links in the in learning. It is purposeful, meaningful and vocabulary rich.

Components of writing
•

•
•

Shared Writing: This provides an opportunity for teachers to demonstrate writing, including the
thought processes that are required. Teachers should make explicit references to genre
features, as well as word and sentence level work within the context of writing. Pupils
contribute to the class composition by sharing their ideas with partners, in small groups or
using individual white boards. This is also the time when children are given the opportunity to
discuss, verbalise and refine ideas before committing to print. With knowledge of text type
from shared reading sessions, children should be able to generate a list of features that they
would expect to use in any writing genre about which they have learned. This can be used by
teachers and children alike as one way of assessing children’s writing and their understanding
of the purpose and organisation.
Independent Writing: Children are given the opportunity for a range of independent writing
activities which clearly link to whole class writing objectives. These tasks will need an identified
audience, clear purpose and to cover all aspects of the writing process. Children will be given a
range of opportunities to assess both their own and each other’s writing in order to further
their own learning.
Handwriting: Handwriting is taught daily in KS1 and twice a week in KS2. A teaching assistant
supports pupils who have been identified as needing additional guidance in this area. Lessons
are clearly modelled by the teacher and reinforce the week’s spelling and phonics strategies.

